Funding Application Template
Support for financial mentors and financial mentoring services to attend the Stronger Together Professional Development Forum for Financial Mentors, Auckland, 24–25 August 2027
Summary
[Name of service / financial mentor] is seeking support of approximately $[amount requested] to enable [number] financial mentor(s) to attend the Stronger Together Professional Development Forum for Financial Mentors in Auckland on 24–25 August 2027.
The estimated core cost is $300 per attendee for conference registration and dinner, plus likely accommodation of $200–$250 per night for two nights. Travel costs will vary depending on where each attendee is travelling from and should be completed by the applicant. This template is intended to support services and financial mentors to approach a range of potential funders, including local funders, trusts and foundations, councils, financial sector organisations, community partners, and sponsors.
Background
Stronger Together is a professional development forum designed specifically for financial mentors. The forum provides an opportunity for professional development, peer support, networking, shared learning, skill enhancement, technical updates, workshops, case studies, and connection with peers and sector experts.
The environment for financial mentors has become increasingly complex, with growing demand for services reflecting the high levels of hardship in communities. Financial mentors are on the front line, supporting people and whānau to navigate financial stress, debt, hardship, and instability. Attending Stronger Together is a practical investment in a stronger, more connected, and more sustainable financial mentoring workforce.
Alignment with workforce development
Participation in Stronger Together supports the professional growth of financial mentors and contributes to the wider development of the financial mentoring sector in Aotearoa. The forum aligns with sector priorities around professional development, peer learning, capability building, collaboration, workforce sustainability, mentor wellbeing, and stronger outcomes for clients and whānau.
For [name of service / financial mentor], attendance will help strengthen practice in areas such as debt and hardship support, working with creditors, client engagement, cultural responsiveness, digital tools, supervision, complex case work, resilience, and community collaboration.
The learning will be brought back and shared within [name of service / local network / community], so the benefit extends beyond the individual attendee and contributes to stronger support for clients, whānau, and communities.
This is not attendance for its own sake. It is a practical opportunity to build capability, strengthen connections, and support the continued professionalisation and resilience of financial mentoring services.
Why funding is needed
Many financial mentoring services operate with limited discretionary funding. Core funding is generally directed to frontline service delivery, leaving little or no capacity to meet the costs of professional development, travel, and accommodation. Without external support, attendance at sector development opportunities can be out of reach, particularly for smaller services, regional services, and individual mentors.
Funding attendance is a modest but meaningful investment. It enables financial mentors to access current practice knowledge, maintain motivation and connection, and bring new ideas back to their service and community. It also supports the funder’s commitment to improving financial wellbeing, strengthening community capability, and helping people experiencing financial hardship access skilled, informed, and compassionate support.
Purpose and benefits
Supporting attendance at Stronger Together will provide the following benefits:
1. Professional development through workshops, case studies, technical updates, and expert-led sessions relevant to financial mentoring practice.
1. Peer support and networking with financial mentors and services from across Aotearoa, reducing isolation and strengthening sector relationships.
1. Practical learning that can be shared with colleagues, volunteers, governance, and local community partners after the forum.
1. Improved support for clients and whānau through stronger mentor capability, confidence, resilience, and access to current sector practice.
[Name of service / financial mentor] will apply the learning by [insert how the learning will be used, for example: sharing a short report with the team, presenting key learnings at a staff meeting, updating practice guidance, supporting volunteers, strengthening local referral pathways, or contributing to a regional network hui].
Budget
The estimated cost per attendee is outlined below. Applicants should update the travel and total amounts to reflect their own location and circumstances.
	Item
	Detail
	Estimated cost per person

	Conference registration and dinner
	Stronger Together Professional Development Forum, 24–25 August 2027
	$300

	Accommodation
	Two nights at approximately $200–$250 per night
	$400–$500

	Travel
	Flights, fuel, mileage, public transport, airport transfers, taxis, parking, or other travel costs as applicable
	$[insert]

	Meals and incidentals
	Any meals not included in the registration, plus reasonable incidental costs
	$[insert if needed]

	Backfill / cover
	Optional: contribution towards staff cover if attendance affects service delivery
	$[insert if applicable]

	Total requested
	To be completed by applicant
	$[insert total]



Funding may be provided in full, or as a contribution towards one or more cost components such as registration, accommodation, travel, or attendance support. [Name of service / financial mentor] would be pleased to discuss a level of support that suits the funder’s priorities and available budget.
Recognition and reporting
We would be glad to acknowledge your support in a way that suits your organisation. Following the forum, [name of service / financial mentor] will provide a short update outlining attendance, key learning, and how the learning has been or will be applied to strengthen support for clients, whānau, and the wider community.
Next steps
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this request and answer any questions. Please contact [name, role, organisation, phone, email] to talk further.
Thank you for considering this request. Your support would help ensure financial mentors can access the professional development, connection, and shared learning needed to continue supporting people and whānau experiencing financial hardship.

